Special to the St. Petersburg Times
Two myths cling to the perception of 19th century novelist and short-story writer Fyodor Dostoevsky (1821-1881).

The first myth says that he was born in St. Petersburg, the city where most of the action in his books takes place. The second myth is that he was a gloomy and lonely person, a conclusion made by readers from the mood of his novels and short stories.

In Dostoevsky's works the atmo​sphere of St. Petersburg is so vividly de​picted that it becomes more of a char​acter than a setting. The city with its beauty and its bleakness is revealed in his books in a way that no other has succeeded in doing.

But, Dostoevsky was not a native St. Petersburger. He was born in Moscow where he lived for 15 years until his fa​ther sent him and his brother to an En​gineers' College in St. Petersburg.

He was far from a miserable fellow and led a happy family life with a loving wife and two children. 

So what did the young man see in the new city, which when he arrived was known to him only through the poems of Russia's national poet Alexander Pushkin.

He saw churches and cathedrals which he liked most of all. He liked the city because they looked so great and perfect and harmonious. But he did not like the architecture. He called it a "muddle." Most of the building were dokhodny or tenement houses.

He used to walk along the mysterious embankments of St. Petersburg — the Catherine canal, the Fontanka and the Neva. He saw classical Petersburg with the Hermitage and the architectural en​sembles of Ploshchad lskusstv, Senate Square and the Kazan Cathedral.

His first impressions influenced him so much that he fell in love with St. Pe​tersburg and stayed besotted with it un​til his dying day. 

Influenced by Pushkin, he saw the city in its most romantic time of the year — late spring, during the White Nights. St. Petersburg appears in Dos​toevsky's works as a beautiful, poetic city. Whenever Dostoevsky left, he al​ways returned because he was inca​pable of bidding it farewell forever.

However, while the young Dosto​evsky's imagination soared in response to the city on the Neva, he also had to deal with day-to-day life on its streets and lanes. Very soon he saw another side of the city: it can be ruthless toward individuals, especially poor ones. Its un​real, mystical, alien atmosphere can drive people out of their minds.

Being the son of a poor doctor, he was well-suited to see these downsides and he had to adapt to a completely new city. 

Dostoevsky's first three years in the city were spent at the Head Engineer's College where he was a top student. Lo​cated at 2 Sadovaya Ulitsa, the building is now famous as the Mikhailovsky Palace. Tsar Paul I built the fortress-like castle, but did not enjoy his stay in it for long, because he was murdered there after 40 days.

After graduating from the college, Dostoevsky rented an apartment at 11 Vladimirsky Prospekt, where he wrote his first novel "Poor People." He would change apartments 20 times in St. Pe​tersburg, living between one and three years in each. Nowadays nothing is left of his stay in his first dwelling. Any other 19th century house between Sennaya Ploshchad and Vladimirskaya Ploshchad could have been rented by the writer.

In mid-19th century St. Petersburg the edge of the city was along the Obvodny Canal. The area around Sennaya Ploshchad, or the Haymarket, was in​habited by the lower and middle class: craftsmen, tradesmen, low ranking state employees. Here is how Dostoevsky describes these people in "Crime and Punishment":

"In that quarter of the town, how​ever, scarcely any shortcoming in dress would have created surprise. Owing to the proximity of the Haymarket, the number of establishments of bad charac​ter, the preponderance of the trading and working class population crowded in these streets and alleys in the heart of Petersburg, types so various were to be seen in the streets that no figure, how​ever queer, would have caused surprise."

Dostoevsky had to rent apartments in this slum area because he could not afford anything better. He preferred spacious apartments in a poor area to a cramped room in a rich house, where there would not be enough space for him to think.

Living in this area and knowing well what kinds of lives its inhabitants led, he placed the heroes of his books in it, quite often naming streets and yards near where he lived in his work. The ex​act addresses are easy to establish be​cause Dostoevsky left clues on the pages of his novels and he had his own prefer​ences. Buildings which were typical for the writer stood on crossroads. In addi​tion, he liked to live in rooms overlook​ing churches. For example, his first apartment on Vladimirsky Prospekt gave him a view of the Vladimirskaya church. From an apartment at 4 Bolshoi Prospekt, the only time he lived on Vasilyevsky Island, he could see a Lutheran church. He lived also at 8/23 Voznesensky Prospect from where he could look out at St. Isaacs Cathedral.

He liked the Sennaya Ploshchad area so much, that he lived in three houses on Kaznacheyskaya Ulitsa, which was then called Malaya Mcschanskaya Ulitsa. In 1861-63 he lived at No. 1 close to the Griboyedov canal. In 1864 he lived at No. 9.

It was while he lived for three years in Flat 13 at 7 Kaznacheyskaya Ulitsa that he completed "Crime and Punish​ment," "Notes from the Underground," and "The Gambler." An inscription outside reads: “Fyodor Mikhailovich Dostoevsky lived in this house in 1864-1867.” His novel "Crime and Pun​ishment" was written here. He also edited the journal "Epokha" here.

It was in this house that Dostoevsky became acquainted with his future wife, Anna Grigoryevna Snitkina. Working as a stenographer, she helped him with "The Gambler" and "Crime and Pun​ishment."

Dostoevsky fell in love with Snitk​ina, 22, who was 25 years younger than him and married her in the Cathedral of the Trinity. She was like an angel saving him from all the hardships of his life. Who knows, would people read Dostoevsky's brilliant novels, if she had not been his wife? After her husband’s death, Leo Tolstoy told her: "Many Russian writers would feel better if they had wives like Dostoevsky's."

To look at the house, where Dosto​evsky once lived, a tourist needs only to step into the yard. It is rarely closed. The people who live here say that after major repairs the house has changed much, and, unfortunately, the writer's apartment was not preserved. But the walls of the yard are so dilapidated that it is easy to believe the house is the same as it was in Dostoevsky's time.

The yard is a typical one for St. Pe​tersburg. When the weather is dark or cold or on rainy days the yard seems to be gloomy and narrow; a ray of light or a piece of sky breaks through only if one cranes one's neck.

Doestoyevsky's wife described the house in her memoirs: "The house had many small flats where merchants and tradesmen lived. It reminded me of the house in "Crime and Punishment", where the hero of the novel, Raskol​nikov, lived."

Within the bends of the Griboyedov canal, Kaznacheyskaya Ulitsa runs par​allel to Grazhdanskaya Ulilsa. Both streets are crossed by Stolyarny Pereulok. Dostoevsky quartered Ro​dion Raskolnikov at the Grazhdan​skaya Ulitsa. Though the writer gives only the street's 'initials and a de​scription of the route Raskolnikov took, it is clear which house he was talking about.

"A young man came out of the gar​ret in which he lodged in S. per. and walked slowly, as though in hesitation, towards K. bridge."

It is difficult to inspect the inside of the house today, because the gate lead​ing to the yard is locked, but it can be opened by those who know the code. Guides who organize excursions to Dos​toevsky haunts know it as do the tenants, who may become weary of the constant flow of tourists. If you do gain entry you will see a typical tenement building. In Dostoevsky's time, rich landlords owned the apartments and they divided them into small apartments. The houses were named after their owners.

Many tenants didn't have enough money to keep up with rental pay​ments. One of those who did not was Raskolnikov.

"He… avoided meeting his landlady on the staircase. His garret was under the roof of a high, five-storied house and was more like a cupboard than a room. The landlady who provided him with the garret, dinners, and atten​dance, lived on the floor below, and ev​ery time he went out he was obliged to pass her kitchen, the door of which in​variably stood open."

Unfortunately, his garret cannot be seen and it is impossible to count the fa​mous "thirteen steps" from the mansard where he lived: the tenants say it is closed. 

A plaque on the corner says Raskolnikov lived here. 

Raskolnikov used to wander around the Haymarket crossing the Kokoushkin bridge (K. bridge). The 19th century newspaper "Petersburg List" reported that in 16 houses on Stolyarny Pereulok there were 18 taverns. This is how Dostoevsky described the lane:

"The insufferable stench from the pot-houses, which are particularly nu​merous in that part of the town, and the drunken men whom he [Raskolnikov] met continually, although it was a work​ing day, completed the revolting misery of the picture."

Dostoevsky, as well as his charac​ters, walked along Sadovaya Ulitsa that runs from Sennaya Ploschad to the Yusupov garden. They preferred the neighboring streets and alleys in this part of Petersburg. On the site now oc​cupied by the metro station there stood the Church of the Savior, and the mar​ket was located on the square. Dostoevsky's wife remembered "he did not notice or see anyone while walking." The writer must have been completely drowned into the world of his character together with his hero.

The atmosphere of poverty influ​enced people much, and Raskolnikov thought of ways that he could earn money easily. He made up his mind to kill a woman who was richer than him. We can walk in the footsteps along the 730 paces from his house to the house of his victim, Alyona Ivanovna, which is sit​uated at 104 Naberezhnaya Kanala Griboyedova. The canal was known as the Catherine Canal in Dostoevsky's time.

"He went up to a huge house which on one side looked on to the canal, and on the other into the street. This house was let out in tiny tenements and was inhabited by working people of all kinds-tailors, locksmiths, cooks, Ger​mans of sorts, girls picking up a living as best they could, petty clerks. There was a continual coming and going through the two gates and in the two courtyards of the house. Three or four doorkeep​ers were employed on the building... the staircase was dark and narrow.".

Nowadays the gate on to the canal embankment is closed. If you happen to come into the yard of Alyona Ivanovna's house on a cloudy day you will feel how scary it is there. The atmo​sphere of the murder scene has per​sisted through the years and centuries: Dostoyevsky was right with his choice of crime scene.

It is interesting to read the notes left by people on the walls of the gate lead​ing to the Srednaya Podyacheskaya Ul​tisa. "We are [sic] remember 1596 year when you was here, with us. Dostoevsky forever," says one whose author knew what he liked in writing but who must have forgotten when the writer lived.

In Russia every schoolchild has to read "Crime and Punishment" and learn about Dostoevsky's life and cre​ative work. Some especially witty peo​ple have left signs that give directions to Raskolnikov on how to get to the mur​der scene.

Leaving this dark place we run with Raskolnikov to Voznesensky Prospekt, which is refered to cryptically as V-pr in the novel, where he hides the treasures he has stolen. It must have been the yard on the corner of Voznesensky Prospekt and Pereulok Pirogova, where he stashed his loot.

Dostoevsky lived in two flats on Voznesensky Prospekt: on the corner of Malaya Morskaya and later at No. 29. We can cross Voznesensky bridge, which was a common place for at​tempted suicides. Raskolnikov, who considered killing himself by jumping off the bridge, watched a woman plunge into the water.

Luckily, she was saved by a police​man. This bridge was constantly mentioned by Dostoevsky in "The Injured and Insulted" and other books. The Voznesenskaya church once stood to the left off the bridge.

Voznesensky Prospekt is reflected in other works by Dostoevsky: in the story "A Weak Heart," Vasya buys Lizochka a hat in a fashionable corner shop on the street. A cake shop on the same street is described in "The Injured and Insulted."

In "Crime and Punishment," Marmeladov is run down by horses and dies where Voznesensky Prospekt in​tersects with Prosoekt Rimskogo-Korsakova. On hearing of her huband’s death Katerina Ivanovna Marmeladova goes mad on the corner near Voznesensky bridge. It is not far from the place where Sonechka lives.

Other heroes of "Crime and Punishment" have real addresses. Sonya Marmeladova must have lived at 73 Catherine Canal. House No.63 also fits the description: "Raskolnikov went straight to the house on the canal bank where Sonya lived. It was an old green house of three storeys…"  

One more storey was added since those times.

"Having found in the corner of the courtyard the entrance to the dark and narrow staircase, he mounted to the second floor and came out into a gallery that ran round the whole second storey over the yard." Her room because of unusal shape of a house was "irregular quadrangle and this gave it a grotesque appearance. A wall with three windows looking out on to the canal ran aslant so that tne corner formed a very acute an​gle, and it was difficult to see in it with​out very strong light. The other corner was disproportionately obtuse."

Raskolnikov's mother and sister Dunyasha lived in Kazanskaya Ulitsa that stretches to the Kazan Cathedral. It was not far from the same area — they lived in the corner house on Voznesen​sky Prospekt and Kazanskaya Ulitsa. This house was described as dirty and smelly.

In contrast to the slums, the area of Nevsky and Liteiny prospekts was where wealthy people lived. Liteiny is mentioned in "The Idiot:" the house of General Yepanchin was near. An​other hero of "The Idiot," Ptitsyn, says:

"I shall never be a Rothschild, and I don't want to be ... but I shall certainly have a house on Liteiny Prospekt."

Dostoevsky was fond of shopping at the corner of Vladimirsky and Nevsky, where there was a bakery. He used to buy rolls and sweets there. At 18 Nevsky Prospekt there was a cafe where Dostoevsky used to go and read newspapers. 

The action in all of Dostoevsky's novels takes place in St. Petersburg, but there is an exception — "The Brothers Karamazov." The heroes of this novel live in Staraya Russa, where Dosto​evsky's family rested in summer of 1878 after the death of their fourth child Alexei..

When they got back from Staraya Russa they moved to a house at 5 Kuznechny Pereulok. "When we re​turned to St. Petersburg in the fall [from Staraya Russa], we decided not to remain in an apartment that was full of reminders of our little boy, and moved to Kuznechny Pereulok," Dos​toevsky's wife wrote in her memoirs. 

Dostoevsky spent the last three years of his life in this apartment. Today it houses a museum devoted to him. It has two parts — his flat and an area where there his personal belongings, objects that tell the story of his life, are displayed.

The flat is a typical one for the 19th century. It was reconstructed from plans in archives and the memories of his contemporaries. Even the wallpaper is an exact copy of Dostoevsky's. It in​cludes a study, drawing room, a dining room, children's room and Anna Grigoryevna's study.

The study was the most important room of all for the writer. He kept it in perfect order. There he completed "The Brothers Karamazov," "A Writer's Di​ary" and wrote a speech devoted to Pushkin whom he adored. On his desk one can see a clock that still records the exact hour and minute of his death — 8.38 p.m on Jan. 28,1881.

This apartment retains the atmo​sphere of a happy and harmonious fam​ily home. Fyodor Michailovich was a ten​der and loving father.

At night, when he locked himself in his study and thought about his novels, the children invented a way to communi​cate with their father: they would push notes under the door. "To Fyodor Mikhailovich, a parcel has arrived. Give me candies, Fedya," his little son wrote with grammatical mistakes. This note is kept in the museum. 

In another apartment in this house there are photos and scenes represent​ing the plots of the most famous novels "Crime and Punishment," "The Gam​bler," "The Idiot," and maps of his trips to Europe.

There is also a map indicating sites in Dostoevsky's Petersburg.

The museum can become the start​ing point or the end point of an excur​sion.

Nearby there is a monument to Dos​toevsky "the great Russian writer who told the story of poor people, about their passions and lives. And he intro​duced St. Petersburg — a beautiful and cruel city — to the whole world."
