War As It Is Depicted In Atonement
Usually the concept of war brings to mind two opposing parties fighting for their interests. And it always presupposes violence and victims.

In the novel Atonement Jan McEwan does not want us to see the clash of interests. He only shows us the morbid results of the clash. War actions come to Stucas’ dull killing of people.

Beginnings of all wars always lie in the clash of countries’ interests. But surprisingly enough citizens of these countries do not bother about some state official’s interests. Henry and Jean Marie’s mother is hostile to every soldier. It does not matter to which party they belong. A soldier represents danger. Other people seem to have quite another opinion on war and, to be precise, they have no opinion at all. It seems to Robbie that the ladies in the shoe shop do not notice any war action nearby, as if they lives in parallel. The man with a collie dog does not take bombs seriously. For him they are similar to a shower of rain. The novel is rich in such examples.

As perceived through Robbie’s point of view it immediately makes us think that war is purposeless and all the deaths are in vain. This develops a sense on melancholy along the whole 2nd part of the novel.
Civilians do not consider war serious enough regarding it as a hobby for enthusiasts.

And the hobby is a violent one. The peculiar thing about war is that it gathers huge numbers of strong, resentful and brutal people together. In these conditions one may expect animosity from an ally as Robbie and the corporals expected it from the French. Similar conditions created the situation that exposed the innocent RAF man to danger.

Crowd is powerful but uncontrollable, especially if each member of it is resentful because they are unable to act and move over, feel guilty of their friends’ deaths and have lost almost all of their humanity.

War definitely changes people. In my opinion Robbie Turner could not understand it in full since he hardly bothered to think about it. But his values changed. He dreamed of “a pure state”, he longed to “be cleared”. I think, besides being cleared of the crime he had not committed, these words have some additional meaning of being cleared of all the blood that soldiers shed in the war. They dreamt of their former civilian jobs and allotments. All soldiers thought it would be easy to return and live peaceful lives after all the violence they had seen and used. They thought they would need no apologies or tributes.
Not all of their dreams will come true, I think. War, as it is depicted in the novel, is a brutal hobby for people not interested in it, meaningless from the human point of view. 
