New Face of a Family of Two in America
     These days America boasts the most tolerant attitude to different opinions and lifestyles. It is no longer taboo to be gay or unmarried. There are group marriages, communal living arrangements, and swingers’ groups.  But if you don’t want kids, everyone looks down on you. Even same-sex couples get wearied to death from their parents now about when and how they are planning to make babies. So when a single person admits to not wanting children, he frequently encounters recrimination, confusion, or, most insulting, disbelief. However, people from all areas of the country, with different careers, income levels, religions, and ethnicity decide to remain child free. And there are several reasons for choosing not to have children.

     It may sound weird, but one of the most popular reasons is freedom. Young couples prefer to have the freedom to do what they want, when they want. They say they hate a lot of noise and like their house in order. In fact they don’t even have to be career oriented. They just value their child free lifestyle, privacy, freedom, and a sex life. At the same time it doesn’t mean young families don’t want responsibility. They don’t come to this decision on a whim. They think about it long and hard, and do some soul searching before finally deciding they really didn’t want any children. For those young couples family means something different than it does to other people. It means focusing all of their love and attention on just one person, instead of splitting it up among many. For them family is the person they fell in love with and decided to marry – whether it was decades ago, or just a few months. A “family of two” implies that they are a complete unit just as they are, with a routine that involves getting the dog groomed, planning get-togethers, and having some quiet time for themselves – instead of soccer practice, ballet lessons, and homework help. There is nothing wrong with deciding to remain child-free. This is just the lifestyle they have chosen. In fact, knowing what you want out of life is not only courageous, it is responsible.
     Another widespread reason for not planning to have kids is certainly career. Some people are more career-minded than others. For them career is more than just a job, it entails everything they learn and work at during their lifetime. People change jobs or get retrenched all the time. There is more to it than staying in one job or even occupation. It is about careful planning to reach their goals. Some people think it is really impossible to combine work and career. Projects, presentations, business trips take all their time and thoughts. They all realize that juggling work and family is stressful. They are fully aware that their son or daughter will suffer tremendously both emotionally and intellectually because of their constant absence from home. That is why they think everything through and make an absolutely responsible decision not to have kids. It's not right or wrong, necessarily, just different than others. 
    One more reason for remaining child-free is financial. Today, in our urban lifestyles, some people look at children simply as economic burdens, costing tens of thousands of dollars to house, feed and clothes. But it’s the worst example of course. However, young families often face a lot of problems when they start living together. In addition to the mortgage, insurance and car payments, young parents must worry about music lessons, soccer cleats and, of course, college. It is enough to keep people up at night. The biggest mistake young families make is carrying too much debt. Few young families can afford to pay cash for a new car, which is a necessity in America, — especially if they just used up all of their savings for a down payment on a new home. And once couples owe several thousand dollars, they find it gets harder and harder to crawl out from under that burden. Life is hard as it is with debts, bills and worries. That is why some young couples prefer to wait before having kids. Many people set aside three to six months of salary for a rainy day.  There should be enough to live on in case of an unexpected job loss or medical emergency. Unfortunately, this can feel like an impossible goal for folks with small kids.
     To sum up, more and more young families in America prefer either to wait or not to have kids at all, they choose to be a family of two. But they shouldn’t be punished for it. It’s no return to old times. The very word “marriage” has changed its meaning. Probably the emphasis on change and American consumerism has led to all these new varieties that characterize today’s marriages and families. Clearly some people are capable of living far more fully being concentrated just on themselves. Perhaps we shouldn’t be hard on the stereotype portraying a family without kids in a purely negative way. Perhaps we should be at least tolerant to new lifestyles – they are only a response to a modern pace of life.
