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^h1[Home Page;2]

^h2[General Description]

Doberman Pinschers are dogs of a medium size and square build. They are muscular, powerful and elegant in appearance. These dogs are of proud carriage and reflect great nobility. The AKC classifies this breed as belonging to the Working group.
Doberman Pinschers are compactly built. Balance and proportion are very important in their conformation. The height at the withers should be equal to the body length. Length of neck, head and legs should be in proportion to length and depth of the body.
Doberman Pinschers have a long and dry wedge-shaped head. The head widens gradually in an even and almost unbroken line. The skull is flat; the stop of the muzzle is slight, with muzzle line running parallel to top line of the skull. The cheeks are flat and muscular.

Eyes of the Doberman Pinscher are almond shaped and set rather deep. They have a vigorous and energetic expression. Eye color ranges from medium to darkest brown, with the darkest shade preferable. Red, blue and fawn dogs have lighter eye color. Ears are normally cropped in this breed to be carried erect. Black dogs have a solid black nose; red dogs have a dark brown nose; blue ones have a dark grey nose; and fawns have a dark tan nose. Jaws of the Doberman Pinscher should be powerful and well filled under the eyes. Scissors bite is preferable.
Doberman Pinschers are characterized by a proudly carried, well arched neck. The withers form the highest point of the body. The back should be short and firm. The chest is rather broad; the ribs are well sprung, but flattened to permit elbow clearance. The belly should be well tucked up. The tail is usually docked at the second joint in this breed. When alert, the tail is carried only slightly above the horizontal.

The shoulder blades should be sloping gradually and meet the upper arm at an angle of 90 degrees. The length of the shoulder blade should be equal to the upper arm. The height from elbow to withers should be equal to the distance from the ground to the elbow. Legs are muscled and powerful; they should be straight and parallel when seen from front and side. Feet are compact and catlike. Dewclaws should be removed from the hind legs and may be removed from the front legs.
Doberman Pinschers are short-haired dogs with hard, thick and close lying coat. The undercoat should be invisible. Allowed coat colors for this breed are solid black, red, blue, and fawn (also known as Isabella.) Sharply defined rust markings should be above the eyes, on the throat and forechest, on the legs and feet and below tail. A small white patch on chest is permissible.
Gait of the Doberman Pinscher should be free, balanced and vigorous, with good reach in the forequarters and good power in the hindquarters. When trotting, each rear leg should move in line with the foreleg on the same side. Back should remain firm and level.
Smooth-haired Doberman Pinschers can be black, red, fawn or blue in color. The head widens toward the base of the ears that are cropped and carried erect. The well-muscled neck is proudly carried. The back is short and rather firm. The length of the neck is in proportional to the body and head. The chest is broad. Loins are wide and well muscled. The Doberman’s tail is docked. The dog’s free gait is elastic and vigorous.

Eyes are almond-shaped and deep set. They bear an alert, energetic expression. Teeth should be white and strongly developed. Doberman Pinschers are highly determined, loyal to their owners and obedient dogs. Shyness or viciousness is very undesirable in Doberman Pinschers.
^h4[Height:] Dogs should measure 26 to 28 inches at the withers. Bitches should be smaller at 24-26 inches.

^h4[Weight:] 55 to 90 pounds

^h4[Life Expectancy:] 12-15 years

^h2[History]

Doberman Pinschers were not evolved through centuries of natural selection. They are a product of the 20th century. The breed derived its name from Louis Dobermann of Apolda, Thuringia. This person was involved in the early development of the breed and after his death, the Germans named the breed in his honor. The breed is a result of a well-planned breeding program. The Doberman Pinscher breeders were more concerned with physical characteristics of the breed than with its appearance. 

In the 19th century, the breeders’ goal was development of a super dog that will be unsurpassed when protecting its family. The selection was focused on the strongest, toughest, bravest and the most loyal dogs. These dogs were first known as Dobermann’s Dogs or Thuringia Pinschers. Their most distinctive features were aggressiveness and mistrust to strangers. They were fast learners. However, many breeders and specialists in the breed claim that dogs of that time were quite different from Doberman Pinschers of present day.

Otto Goeller is known to have played a significant role in development of the Doberman Pinscher breed. The German Kennel Club recognized the breed officially in 1899. It is a debatable point, what dogs were involved in the creation of the Doberman Pinscher. Black and Tan Manchester Terriers and Black English Greyhounds are documented to have been used in order to improve the new breed’s appearance. The old German Shepherd Dog and the German Pinscher are called ancestors of Doberman Pinschers.

^h1[Doberman Pinschers-Breeders;2]

^h2[How to Evaluate a Breeder]

Doberman Pinschers, as any other dog breed, should be bought from a reputable breeder. They have responsibility toward the Doberman Pinscher breed on the whole, toward the dogs he breeds and to all the people who will own their purebred Doberman Pinschers. Responsible breeders act in the interests of the breed and do everything possible to improve the Doberman Pinscher breed by means of their wise breeding program.  

The major difference between a reputable breeder and a mere puppy-raiser is that the responsibility of the breeder is a continuous matter. Dog dealers and puppy-raisers aim at getting profit and the futures of their puppies are of no interest for them once the litter is sold. However, you have every right to expect advice and help from your breeder. He usually does his best to educate potential owners of his Doberman Pinschers. Reputable breeder insists on direct contact with people who buy his dogs. He normally sells only after the most careful screening. 

By asking numerous questions and making it rather hard for you to obtain one of their pups, a reputable breeder prevents you from committing yourself to something you are not ready for, protects the pup from getting into an unsuitable home and values his good reputation. It allows you the opportunity to be sure of the background and health of your Doberman Pinscher, which is very important, especially if you are dealing with a show dog.  Owners of Doberman Pinschers are well aware that it is luck and mere pleasure to own a purebred Doberman.
^h2[Breed Clubs]

The Doberman Pinscher Club of America is the main organization devoted to this breed in the USA. The DPCA is aimed at promoting the public knowledge on these dogs, researching and improving the breed, conducting sporting events and shows and doing everything possible for the well being of the Doberman Pinscher and bringing its natural qualities to perfect. 

The DPCA has established a National Database of resource materials about the breed. It allows owners and people interested in these dogs learn more about the breed’s history, character, breeding, genetics and particular health problems. The DPCA urges members and breeders to accept the standard of the breed as approved by the American Kennel Club.
Any person interested in Doberman Pinschers can become a member of the Doberman Pinscher Club of America. The DPCA holds annual meetings for all fanciers of Doberman Pinschers.
^h2[Breeders Links]

^h3[US]

^L[http://www.aeolusdobermans.com/;Aeolus Doberman Pinschers] - Champion Doberman Pinscher breeders located in Texas. 

^L[http://www.doberman.org/index.htm;Akolade Dobermans] - Information, photos, and links. Sharpsburg, GA. 

^L[http://www.amarisdobe.com/;Amaris Dobermans] - Since 1979, pups, young trained adults, and stud service. Ears expertly cropped. Will ship. Caliente, CA. 

^L[http://www.caradobe.com/;Cara Doberman Pinschers] - Kennel owned by Ray Carlisle of Spring Valley, NY. ^L[http://www.cambriadobes.com/;Cambria Dobermans] - Breeders of Dobermans. Photographs. Red Oak, Texas. 

^L[http://chadosdobermans.com/;Chado's Dobermans] - Breeding quality Dobermans for Show and companion pets. Striving for temperament. Champion Bloodlines. California.

^L[http://fourwindskennel.com/;Four Winds Dobermans] - Breeders of top quality Dobermans for family companionship, conformation, agility and obedience. Showcase of our breeding program and truly for lovers of the breed and standard. Tennessee.

^L[http://www.holly-woods.com/;Holly Woods Doberman Pinschers] - Breeder of quality Dobermans and Schipperkes for more than 30 years. Located in Vero Beach, Florida. 

^L[http://joricdobermans.netfirms.com/;Joric Doberman] - Breeder of quality Dobermans. Conformation, obedience, and agility. PA. 

^L[http://kansadobe.home.att.net/home.htm;Kansa Dobermans] - Breeders and Owner-Handlers of Top Quality Dobermans for over 25 years. Kansas.
^L[http://www.jameslimborg.com/dobermans.html;Kings Ransom Dobermans] - A small kennel taking great pride in quality as well as healthy happy puppies, located in St. Paul Minnesota. AKC and CKC Registered. ^L[http://www.eurodobe.net/;Kennel dei Dohse] - Breeder of European Dobermans for show and work. Photographs and pedigrees. United States. 

^L[http://lonesomedovedobermans.homestead.com/Intro.html;Lonesome Dove Doberman Pinscher] - A small breeder in Northern Nevada, with emphasis on conformation, health, and temperament. 

^L[http://mikadobe.com/;Mikadobe Dobermans] - Breeder with information and links with photos from America’s oldest active champion producing Doberman Pinscher Kennel. ^L[http://promisedobermans.freeservers.com/;Promise/Olympia Doberman Pinschers] - Breeder of quality, health tested Dobermans for show and pet. Located in Euless, Texas. 

^L[http://hometown.aol.com/penkeepe/;Pendragon's Keepe Kennel] - Working Dobermann kennel. Pictures, pedigrees and health data. Orange Springs, FL.

^L[http://www.perfexdobes.com/;Perfex Dobermans] - Announcements, champion profiles, litter news and contacts; based in Tennessee. 

^L[http://sabridobermans.homestead.com/;Sabri Dobermans] - Breeding for conformation, obedience and companions. North Dakota.

^L[http://www.skylocke.com/;Skylocke Kennels] - Breeder located in Toledo, Washington. 

^L[http://www.starlightdobes.com/;Starlight Dobermans] - Breeder of all 5 colors of the Doberman with photos and pedigrees. Coat color chart. Located in Pearblossom, CA. 

^L[http://www.summitdobes.com/;Summit Dobermans] - Sound temperaments at reasonable and affordable prices. Health guarantee, Champion bloodlines; waiting list for puppies. NY.

^L[http://suntana.home.mindspring.com/;Suntana] - Breeder located in Taylor, TX. 

^L[http://talladegadobermans.tripod.com/;Talla Dega Doberman Pinschers] - Racing for titles at both ends! Showing in conformation, obedience and agility. Stud service, puppies occasionally, breed information. NC.

^h3[International]

^L[http://dobermann.danilastamm.com/;Danila Stamm's Doberman Pinschers] - Since 1950, breeding Dobermann for show, training and companion. Gallery of Champions, litters, and links. Italy. English version is available.
^L[http://www.dobermann.com/indones1.htm;Danny H.Effendy] - Breeder located in Indonesia. 

^L[http://alteichbaum.free.fr/;Dobermann Vom Alt Eichbaum] - Breeder of Doberman's with photos of dogs and pedigrees. Located in France. 

^L[http://www.dobermann.freeserve.co.uk/;Dreimal Dobermanns] - Photos, and kennel history. UK. 

^L[http://www.k9protection.com.au/;K9 Protection Services] - Australian company breeds and trains Doberman pinschers for guard work. Also learn about its security services.
^L[http://www.monaco.on.ca/index.html;Monaco Dobermanns] - Canadian breeder of quality Dobermans using world champion bloodlines. 

^L[http://hem.passagen.se/origo/;Origo Stamm's Dobermanns] - Take a look at the latest litter from this Swedish breeder. Outlines the history of the kennel, and presents the current sires and bitches. 

^L[http://www.blitzkrieger.com/;Blitzkrieger Kennel] - Doberman from German working lines. Photos, pedigrees, working trial, health and conformation information, breeding program history and more. Canada.

^L[http://www.parimadobermanns.homestead.com/;Parima Dobermanns New Zealand] - Breeders and Exhibitors of BIS winning Doberman in New Zealand, based on Australian and American bloodlines. 

^L[http://www.pageweb.com/shayan/;Shayan Doberman Pinscher] - Breeder with photos of dogs and other links. Located in Canada. 

^L[http://www.rotdornweg.com/;Vom Rotdornweg Kennel] - Marienburg's, and Franckenhors lines. For companion and show. Pictures, and pedigrees. Brazil. 

^h4[Disclaimer:] This site does not endorse any breeder listed here. This is NOT a recommended breeders list of any kind! It is up to you, the potential buyer, to research the breeders and find a reputable one.

^h1[Doberman Pinschers-Rescues-Clubs-General Information;3]

^h2[What Rescue Dogs are like]

Doberman Pinschers are different from other dog breeds. A rescue Dobe is a special dog. Doberman Pinschers are found in shelters due to a number of reasons. Some Dobes are victims of relocation, divorce, or death of their owners. Some are sick, physically or mentally. Some are old and weak and have little quality time left. Doberman Pinscher puppies are rare guests in shelters. However, occasional puppies do occur in rescues. 

All rescue Dobes lack human love and commitment. Now that they have experienced neglect and abuse, they need a new loving home. Most rescue dogs are ready to believe in people once again and it is vital not to mislead them. A Doberman Pinscher rescue dog can teach you understanding, patience, love, tolerance and gratitude. Rescue Dobes need your time. Training a rescue can be very challenging. 

For many Dobermans, an adoptive home is already the third place they have to adapt to within a short period of time. Your task is to make this final re-adjustment process the easiest and the most pleasant for the dog.

If you are not ready to add a rescue Doberman Pinscher to your life, consider helping in some other way: foster homes, donations, voluntary work and any other means of support is welcome. They are worth saving. As experience shows, Doberman Pinschers bring something real and challenging into the life of the owner.  
^h2[Care Requirements]

Doberman Pinschers are not outside dogs, as they are not adapted to cold and heat. They should be kept inside and have an opportunity to interact with the family. A fenced yard is a must for every Doberman Owner, even if the dog is taken for daily walks. Also, Dobermans need to have enough room indoors and a large dog crate. They should be provided with soft materials to lie on to prevent sores and joint swellings.
Like all dogs, Dobermans need regular vaccinations, boosters and worming. Spaying and neutering is a must for pet quality dogs and is recommended for high quality dogs, if the owner is not going to breed them. Intact dogs tend to have behavioral problems and are more susceptible to various disorders including cancer. Ear and teeth cleaning should be done regularly. Nails should be clipped once or twice a month.
Doberman Pinschers need Premium or Super Premium food for their whole lifetime. Puppies should be fed three or two times a day; adults can be fed once a day. Such large and strong dogs make wonderful pets only if provided with early socializing and training. The dog should be taught what he can and can’t do in the home. Doberman Pinschers need much love and attention.
^h2[Clubs Links]

^h3[US]

^L[http://www.akc.org/breeds/recbreeds/dobpinr.cfm
http://www.akc.org/breeds/doberman_pinscher/index.cfm;American Kennel Club - Doberman Pinscher Breed Standard] - AKC provides this official overview of the breed's appearance and disqualifications. Check out movies of a Doberman in action.

^L[http://www.atlantadpc.com/;Atlanta Doberman Pinscher Club] - Georgia club offers a list of officers, membership information, Working Aptitude Evaluation test details, photos, and links. 

^L[http://www.dobermanclub.org/;Cavalier Doberman Pinschers Club] - Established in 1949 to promote the welfare of the breed, as well as encouraging conscientious breeding practices, and showing of Doberman Pinschers. Hampton Roads, Virginia. 

^L[http://www.dpcd.org/;Doberman Pinscher Club of Dallas] - Texas club offers the official breed standards, a list of officers, an overview of activities, and photos. 

^L[http://www.doberman-houston.org/;Doberman Pinscher Club of Houston] - Promotes responsible breeding, conducts obedience trials, and runs rescue and research efforts. Look over the color inheritance chart. ^L[http://www.dpca.org/index.html;Doberman Pinscher Club of America] - Has more than 2,000 members from almost all 50 states, plus many members in foreign countries; is the only national Doberman breed club sanctioned by the AKC. 

^L[http://www.dpcm.org/;Doberman Pinscher Club of Missouri] - Club in Missouri presents a list of officers, upcoming events, membership details, and links. Find some things to consider before buying a puppy. 

^L[http://www.sitemouse.com/users/dpcofwny/;Doberman Pinscher Club of Western New York] - Club in Western New York offers a list of members, photos, a membership form, breed standard, and links. Read some facts to consider before becoming an owner. 

^L[http://austindobes.home.mindspring.com/;Greater Austin Doberman Pinschers Club] - News and information, photos, contacts, meetings, links to related sites, officers and board members, club philosophy. ^L[http://mbdpc.virtualave.net/;Metropolitan Baltimore Doberman Pinscher Club] - Learn about the background and purpose of this club, see photos, read a list of achievements, or explore links. 

^h3[International]

^L[http://www.dobermann.ru/;Doberman Pinscher Union of Russia] - National Doberman club includes current events, breed information, magazine, articles, and calendar of shows. 

^L[http://www.dobermann.com/spain/;Doberman Club of Spain] – The Doberman Pinscher Club in Spain.

^L[http://www.birminghamdobe.co.uk/;The Birmingham Dobermann Club] - The official Doberman club for Birmingham and district UK. 

^L[http://www.welshdobermann.fsnet.co.uk/;The Welsh Dobermann Pinschers Club] - This club's aim is to promote and foster the interests of the Dobermann in Wales. Some thirty years on, the club is still going. Offers the club's code of ethics, membership application and information on the breed standard. ^L[http://www.pavilion.co.uk/users/kerioakdobes/seedc.htm;South East of England Dobermann Club] - Details of our Club, how to join, forthcoming events, puppies available. 

^h2[Rescues Links]

^h3[US]

^L[http://www.uncc.edu/jvanoate/k9/rescue/dobrscu.htm;Doberman Pinscher Rescue] - Adoptable dogs in the United States, listed by state. Rescue contacts. Updated weekly. 

^L[http://dobermanpincherrescue.freeyellow.com/;Doberman Pinscher Rescue] - Doberman Pinscher Rescue located in Fillmore, CA, near Ventura, offers photos and descriptions of the adult purebred and mixed-breed dogs available for adoption. 

^L[http://www.dobierescue.org/;Doberman Pinschers Rescue] - Dobermans available for adoption in Fillmore, California.

^L[http://doberescue.net/;Doberman Rescue League] Oakland Park, Florida - Aims to educate the public on the protection and overbreeding of Dobermans. Learn how to adopt one of the profiled pooches. FL.

^L[http://dobermanrescueleague.4mg.com/;Doberman Rescue League,Inc.] - Rescue, and adoption service in Oakland Park, Florida.

^L[http://www.hope4dobe.org/;Doberman Rescue of NC] - Rescue of Doberman Pinschers in North Carolina works hard to save the lives of many Dobes.

^L[http://www.dobermanrescue.org/;Doberman Rescue of North Texas] - Doberman Rescue of North Texas places unwanted or abandoned Doberman Pinschers in loving homes.

^L[http://www.dru.org/;Doberman Rescue Unlimited] - DRU is an organization that rescues and places Doberman Pinschers across New England and eastern NY.

^L[http://www.dogworks.org/;Dogworks - Doberman Rescue] - Information on Dobermans and Greyhounds available in Northern California.

^L[http://www.fldobermanrescue.bizland.com/;Florida Doberman Rescue] - Doberman Pinscher rescue has available Doberman's for adoption. All dogs are spayed or neutered. Photos and adoption information. FL. ^L[http://www.fldobermanrescue.click2site.com/;Florida Doberman Pinschers Rescue] - Read helpful hints for introducing a new Doberman to their new family, learn about the adoption process, or fill out an application. 

^L[http://www.handmedowndobes.org/;Hand Me Down Dobes] - The rescue program of the Doberman Pinscher Club of Columbus, Ohio.

^h3[International]

^L[http://www.ablink.demon.co.uk/;Doberman Pinscher Rescue UK] - Meet the Dobermans available for adoption, or shop for T-shirts, key rings, jewelry and tote bags. The group has saved more than 9,000 dogs. ^L[http://www.pavilion.co.uk/users/kerioakdobes/din.htm;Dobermanns In Need] - UK based charity always looking for good homes for abandoned Dobes. 

^L[http://freespace.virgin.net/dob.ineed;Dobermann Re-Homing Service] - Rescue and finding good homes for Dobermanns. England.
^h2[General Information Links]  

^L[http://www.cadobies.com/;Alaina Souza's Doberman Pinschers] - Photos of show dogs with links to other sites.
^L[http://www.cyberpet.com/cyberdog/breed/dobermn/dobermn.htm;CyberPet's Doberman Pinscher Dog Breeders Showcase] - View the list of featured breeders. Also look up training academies and dog novelty shops. 

^L[http://dobermanpages.com/;Doberman Pages] - The online Doberman Directory. Includes photos of top Dobermans as well as informational articles and interviews. 

^L[http://www8.50megs.com/anne/;Dobermann Pedigrees] - Doberman Pedigrees. Training, socializing and more tips. ^L[http://www.raindancedobermans.com/;Raindance Doberman Pinschers] - Breeder of Dobes for 25 years. See photos of their top winners.
^L[http://www.doberman.com.br/;Phanomen Dobermans] - Peruse the picture gallery, and review the breed standards. Based in Brazil, the breeder emphasizes health and temperament. 

^L[http://www.dfwdogs.com/doberescuesa/;San Antonio Doberman Advocacy and Rescue] - View pictures of black, red, blue and fawn Dobermans available for adoption, and access the national rescue directory. 

^h1[Doberman Pinschers-Pictures;3]

^h2[Training]

Doberman Pinschers of today are used for obedience, show, and tracking. This breed is highly intelligent and trainable. Teaching your dog to sit-stay and down-stay off leash is very important, as the Doberman Pinschers are active and energetic dogs. Training should be fun both for a handler and the dog being trained. Then, you will enjoy the process and results that will be quick to show.

It is no secret that to teach your Doberman Pinscher something new, you have to be consistent and offer some kind of reward when a certain task is accomplished successfully. If proper training and handling are carried out, the Doberman Pinscher becomes a predictable animal, which makes your interaction with your dog easy and pleasant.

One of the most important factors that lead to success in training is socialization. It is a fact that the more time your Doberman Pinscher spends as a member of the family, the faster he grasps the necessary social skills. Accompany your dog to training classes and learn some basic techniques that will help you foster your success in this area. It is advisable that every member of your family participates in the training of the Doberman Pinscher. In the long run, you are teaching your dog to behave in your home and to live with you. Thus, sending your dog away to be trained is not the best way out.    
^h2[Personality]

The breed standard describes Doberman Pinschers as energetic, watchful, determined, alert, loyal and obedient. Male Dobermans can be dog aggressive, but should never be belligerent towards people. Shyness is also a serious fault in this breed. If the dog fears an approach from the rear and shies at sudden noises, it’s disqualified from the show.
The uneducated public harbors a pronounced fear of the Doberman Pinscher, but these dogs are not the same as they were in the early days of the breed. Aggression and viciousness are bred out of their personality; their original sharpness mellowed, so Doberman Pinschers of today are absolutely trustworthy around their family, friends and company if they are treated with reasonable respect. Most present-day breeders are doing a good job of producing sound temperament in their breeding efforts.
^h2[Health Issues]

When buying a Doberman Pinscher puppy, make sure both parents have been OFA certified, which means they do not have any hip problems. Renal dysplasia, Wobbler’s syndrome, cancer, autoimmune problems and thyroid problems are to watch out for in Doberman Pinschers. 

Only buying from a reputable breeder helps avoid serious health problems, because like all purebred dogs, Doberman Pinschers are prone to a number of hereditary disorders. Among them are cardiomyopathy, hypothyroidism, Von Willebrand's disease, Wobbler’s syndrome, and progressive retinal atrophy. Some lines of Doberman Pinschers are prone to cancer. Albinism is linked with serious disorders in this breed. Albino and even normal colored Doberman Pinschers with the albinistic gene cannot be bred.
