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  ^h1[Red Panda Picture]

In a Red Panda picture, you’ll see a curious-looking animal that combines some characteristics of a bear, raccoon, and the Giant Panda. The Red Panda is also called the Lesser Panda; its scientific name is Ailurus fulgens, which means “shining cat.” These animals are about the size of a domestic cat. Their body length is about 40-60 cm (or 80-120 cm including the tail) and the weight is up to 6 kg. 
In the Red Panda picture galleries, you can see that these animals have a long reddish-brown fur on the head and back. Their lower parts are blackish. The face of the Red Panda has white badges, making them look like raccoons. Each animal has its own distinctive markings. The ears of the Red Panda are triangular and upright; the nose and the eyes are very dark. The tail of these creatures is long and bushy. It has six alternating yellowish rings. The legs of the Red Panda are short; the soles of the paws are covered with fur to hide their scent glands and protect from cold.
Red Pandas are found in southeastern Asia, sharing their habitat with Giant Pandas. They inhabit highlands, foothills, and forests of Nepal, Tibet, China, Bhutan, and India. These animals prefer moderate temperature with little annual fluctuation. Red Pandas can be seen at the altitudes as high as 4,800 meters. When searching for Red Panda picture galleries, you’ll also find fact sheets and articles about this species. Scientists don’t agree about the classification of the Red Panda. While some specialists place this species into its own family Ailuridae, others believe that these animals are close relatives to bears and belong to the Ursidae family. Red Pandas are only distantly related to Giant Pandas. Their common ancestor traces back to millions of years.
Like Giant Pandas, Red Pandas rely on bamboo like their primary food source. To grasp bamboo stems, Red Pandas have an extended wrist bone that acts like a thumb. The Red Panda is crepuscular, which means feeding mostly at night, dawn, and dusk. In the daytime, Red Pandas droop high in the trees. In Red Panda picture galleries, you’ll probably see these animals with bamboo shoots in their paws.
  ^h1[Red Panda Bear]

The Red Panda Bear is not actually a bear, although it has a common ancestor with modern bear species. The DNA analysis shows that the Red Panda is not related to the Ursidae family. It should be classified into its own family Ailuridae. The close relatives of the Red Panda are skunks, raccoons, and weasels, but not the Giant Panda. Red Pandas are about the size of a large cat. They measure up to 120 cm in body length including the tail. Their weight varies from 3 to 6 kg. The fur of the Red Panda is long, soft, and glossy. The upper parts are reddish; the lower parts are blackish. Red Pandas have a mask on their face and a long striped tail, which make them look like raccoons.
The Red Panda Bear shares the habitat with the Giant Panda and has similar adaptations and a similar diet. The preferred habitat of the Red Panda is high elevations in the Himalaya Mountain. These animals are found on the territory of China, Nepal, India, and Bhutan. 
The feeding pattern of the Red Panda Bear is the same as it is of the Giant Panda. Both species cannot digest cellulose and have to consume large amounts of low-calorie bamboo to maintain their energy level. Red Pandas select only tender bamboo shoots and leaves. Over 5 kg of plant matter is consumed by these small animals daily. Unlike Giant Pandas, these creatures also eat a variety of vegetation, such as fruit, berries, mushrooms, acorns, grasses, lichen, and roots. Occasionally, they supplement their diet with eggs, insects, and small rodents. Captive Red Pandas eat meat and a variety of grasses.
The Red Panda is classified as endangered. The number of Red Pandas in the wild is unknown, because they live in remote elevated areas and avoid encounters with humans. The main threat to this species is habitat destruction and fragmentation caused by farming, grazing, and timber production. In some regions, these animals are still hunted for their fur used in religious ceremonies, but in the main part of their habitat, hunting Red Pandas is illegal. Though protected by law, the Red Panda Bear is poached and smuggled for illegal pet trade.
  ^h1[Polar Bear Information]

Basic Polar Bear information is very close to the information on other bear species. All bears belong to the order Carnivora, family Ursidae. There are 5 genera of bears: Ursus, Tremarctos, Melursus, Helarctos, and Ailuropoda. All bears are large and well-muscled. Their body is massive, the eyes are small, the ears are rounded, the paws are plantigrade, and the tail is short. Most bears have long and dense coat to protect them from cold. 

When looking for interesting Polar Bear information, keep in mind that it is classified as Ursus maritimus. It’s considered to be the largest in the bear family and the largest land carnivore, though some Kodiak bears - a subspecies of the Grizzly - can be larger. Adult male Polar Bear are about 2.5 to 3 meters long and up to 800 kg in weight. The largest Polar Bear male recorded was 3.7 m in body length and 1,002 kg in weight. Females are two or three times smaller than males. They weigh between 150 and 250 kg and have a body length up to 2.5 meters.
Most Polar Bear information sheets are comprised of basic facts on the species’ ecology, habitat, lifestyle, reproduction, and diet. Together with the description of the Polar Bear, you’ll see pictures of these animals. Polar Bears have a long wedge-shaped body and a long slender neck which makes it different from other bear species. The coat color of the Polar Bear can vary from pure white to light brown. Actually, each hair of the Polar Bear is transparent and hollow, which creates a white or creamy look depending on the angle of light. The skin of these bears is black to accumulate solar radiation.
The Polar Bear has many adaptations to its living conditions. These animals are the best swimmers among other bears. They are able to swim for many hours in cold water when hunting. The paws of the Polar Bear are flat and wide; these creatures have a thick layer of fat that keeps the body warm and helps in swimming. The Polar Bear easily shakes the fur free of water and ice after swimming, because of oil that covers the coat. In fact, Polar Bear information is difficult to obtain, because it’s difficult to study these bears in their natural habitats.
  ^h1[Polar Bear Picture]

In the Polar Bear picture, you’ll see a large and massive animal with an elongated body and long neck. The hind legs of the Polar Bear are longer than the forelimbs, which make the croup stand higher than the shoulders. The head of the Polar Bear is small compared to the body. The snout is slightly arched; the eyes are small and looking forward; the ears are rounded. 
Many adaptations to the harsh living conditions are not seen in the Polar Bear picture. For instance, the skin of these bears is black and the coat is made of hollow hairs, which accumulate the solar radiation. The legs of the Polar Bear are stocky and powerful and the feet are very large, acting like snowshoes. The paws are about 30 cm in diameter, which allows spreading out the weight of the massive animal over ice or snow. When swimming, front paws propel the body in a dog-paddle style. Strong, curved claws of the Polar Bear assist in grasping the prey and in climbing on ice. To prevent slipping on ice, Polar Bears have soft bumps on the soles and long coarse hairs that grow between pads.
When looking through Polar Bear picture galleries, you’ll make sure that the only available food for these large animals is seals and fish. The Polar Bear is the only pure carnivore of the bear family. The teeth of the Polar Bear are perfectly adapted for grasping and tearing the prey. Polar Bears are excellent swimmers and divers, but they are slow-moving on land. The fur of the Polar Bear is water-repellent. Ice doesn’t form on the Polar Bear’s coat after swimming, because the oily fur is easy to shake free of water. 
The coat of the Polar Bear is very dense. The length of the coat varies between 2 and 5 cm. The undercoat is wooly and insulating; the outer coat is thin and shiny. In May or June, Polar Bears molt for several weeks to completely replace their coat. It’s very difficult to take a Polar Bear picture in the wild, both because these animals inhabit the Arctic seashore and because of their coloration which makes them almost invisible in the snow. 
  ^h1[Polar Bear Fact] 
Numerous Polar Bear fact sheets can be found on the Internet. This bear species is the largest land carnivore and the only pure carnivore among other bears. Polar Bears inhabit the Arctic and prefer coastal areas where they can find food. Polar Bears are ice-dependent; they are perfectly adapted to living in permafrost. Being excellent swimmers and divers, they feed on seals and fish in water, but they are rather slow-moving when on land. 

The largest carnivore doesn’t have natural predators, but it’s a sad Polar Bear fact that the mortality level in the species is very high. The lifespan of the Polar Bear is over 30 years, but most bears die in their teens. There are many threats to their population. Many cubs and young Polar Bears die of starvation if their mother cannot provide them with enough food. Many subadult Polar Bears are not experienced enough to catch a prey. Female bears reach sexual maturity at 4 or 5 years; males become mature at 6-7 years, but they cannot breed till they are able to win a fight for a female. Natural selection culls the weaker individuals and only the strongest and cleverest ones can breed.
Humans have hunted Polar Bears for over 3,000 years. It’s a Polar Bear fact that many body parts of these animals were used for food, clothing, and religions purposes. In the 20th century, hunters started to use guns, snowmobiles, and airplanes to hunt these large and dangerous animals. Only in the 1970’s, using aircraft and large motorized boats for hunting Polar Bears was banned. Nowadays, Polar Bears can be legally hunted by native tribes that use bear meat, hides, and fat for their purposes. In Norway and Russia, Polar Bears are protected by law; in Greenland, Canada, and the USA, Polar Bears can be hunted with a license. 
Oil spills and toxic chemicals are serious threats to Polar Bears, their food, and habitat. When covered with oil, Polar Bears cannot keep their fur dry and cannot stand frost and wind. It’s a Polar Bear fact that these animals stand on the top of the food chain and concentrate dangerous amounts of chemicals from the prey in their body.
  ^h1[Polar Bear Habitat]

The original Polar Bear habitat has not changed much since ancient times, because human interaction has always been minimal in the arctic region. Polar Bears are historically found in the polar areas of Russia, Canada, Greenland, and the USA.

The Polar Bear habitat has changed the appearance of the bears. They had to develop a number of special adaptations to survive in harsh condition of the permafrost. It’s a general rule that northern species are larger than the southern ones. According to it, the Polar Bear is much larger than the Grizzly. The maximum recorded weight of the Polar Bear is 1,002 kg. While most other bear species prefer to feed at night, Polar Bears are primarily diurnal, which means active during the daytime. Polar Bears don’t hibernate, like some of their relatives do, but the females migrate to the land to give birth to their cubs in a warm den. Most bears are slow-moving because of their plantigrade feet. Polar Bears are poor runners too, but they are excellent swimmers and divers. 
The Polar Bear habitat has almost no vegetation and consists of ice, snow, and water. To camouflage in the snow, these carnivores have a white coat. Their curved claws, large feet, and soft bumps on the soles help walk on ice and snow. The coat of the Polar Bear is water-insulating and very dense to protect it from severe frosts. These animals even have to cool down in water to prevent overheating.
Polar Bears have no natural predators, but their population diminishes because of several reasons. Global warming is a serious threat to the Polar Bear population, because these animals lose their hunting grounds on sea ice. Polar Bears cannot hunt on land and on the thin ice, so they have to migrate searching for suitable hunting areas. Human interaction has always been a threat to Polar Bears. The Inuit and other native Arctic tribes rely on hunting Polar Bears and other large game. Hides, meat, fat, and other body parts of the Polar Bear are used for food, clothing, bedding, handicrafts, and religions purposes. Every year, Polar Bear habitat is diminished because of pollution with oil, nuclear waste, and various toxic chemicals.
  ^h1[Polar Bear Cubs]
Although Polar Bears don’t hibernate, Polar Bear cubs are born in warm dens. Pregnant females leave the Arctic ice where they usually hunt and move to the shore to build a den where their newborn cubs will be safe from predators and adult males. Like all bears, Polar Bears lead a solitary life and gather in groups only for several weeks during the breeding season. Several males compete for a female and only the largest and strongest individuals have a chance to mate. The courtship and mating activities of the Polar Bear are usually very noisy and boisterous.
Female Polar Bears are receptive once every three or four years, because they have to nurse and bring up their former litter. It takes much time to raise Polar Bear cubs, because the mother has to teach them effective methods of hunting. Life in the Arctic is very difficult for all animals. As there is almost no vegetation in their habitats, Polar Bears became pure carnivores. Large carnivores, like Polar Bears, have to be very agile and clever to survive when their typical food is scarce. Many young bears die of starvation during their first independent year.
Polar Bear females are induced ovulators. It means that they don’t ovulate when no male is around. Because of low population density, a female may not meet a male for months. The act of mating leads to ovulation and several days of interaction are necessary to guarantee the fertilization. After mating, the male leaves the female and doesn’t participate in rearing the cubs. Males often display aggression towards their own cubs and the females have to protect them from their own father.
Low reproductive rate and highly specialized diet are serious threats to the population of the Polar Bear. To maintain the healthy population, Polar Bears should be protected by law. Most females give birth to 8-10 cubs in their lives and only a half of them survive to the age of sexual maturity. Small cubs are an easy prey for wolves and other carnivores. There are usually one or two Polar Bear cubs in a litter.
