Make a wish…

If you want good luck, rub a statue in St.Petersburg.

If you really want something, you will cer​tainly get it sooner or later.
But St. Petersburgers don't rely on their own efforts to make their wishes come true, they turn to superstitions and there are plenty of these associated with various statues around the city.
On the whole, the burden of responsi​bility to realize people's wishes rests on animal-sculptures: chizhik-pizhik, a cat, a dog, and lions.
However, animals are complicated to deal with. Most of them need money and a tender touch.
The most unpretentious of all animals is the dog Gavryusha, who sits in a little yard, just off 8 Malaya Sadovaya Ulitsa. And for a small consideration he is ready to help. All you need to do is to scribble down your wish and throw it in a letterbox near the dog. You should write on a scrap of paper, not on the wall. Nevertheless, although a sign says: "Don't Write Here," the wall near Gavryusha is covered in graffiti of all kinds. Some words declare the writer's love for someone, often in the form of poems. Others are more simple phrases, such as the words, "I was here." Because the dogs of St. Petersburg need feeding, put a few coins in the dog's mouth. This is how she earns her living — and the living of the neighborhood kids. When they see a tourist approach, the children tell stories about the dog and wait for the money — a powerfuJ combi​nation.
In the same street, Malaya Sadovaya, 3 meters above the sidewalk on a small perch fastened to the splendid facade of delicatessen Yeliseyev's, sits a cat.
Called Vasilisa, the cat is a monument to the semi-mythical cats brought to the city during the Siege of Leningrad in World War II to kill the city's rats and save the food for citizens. A male cat called Yelisei sits opposite her across the street.
Vasilisa is so high that coins thrown by people making wishes end up in the pock​ets of the yardmen, who sweep here at the end of the day.
The next lucky location involves the little bird Chizhik-Pizhik near the Panteleimonovsky bridge over the Fontanka canal.
Its name dates back to the 19th century when a law school was located nearby. The schoolboys wore green-yellow uniforms, which earned them the nickname of Chizhik, or siskin, a greenish-yellow finch. The older boys used to go to bars and pre​tended to be adults, so the attribute pizhik, meaning to strut, was added.
The statue of the bird has been stolen from its inaccessible perch several times. To make a wish to Chizhik-Pizhik you must throw the coin so that it lands where the bird sits. Coin-throwing experts advise throwing in a way that the coin will rico​chet off the wall and fall at the bird's feet. So, work out your angles, distance and velocity, and good luck!

Less difficult is throwing a coin to the Hare. It usually stands on a pedestal near the wooden bridge to the Peter and Paul Fortress. It represents a hare that survived the various great floods that have inun​dated the city on the Neva. The heights of the highest floods are marked on the pedestal. It fell into the water and injured its ear, because the boys, who had collect​ed money nearby, damaged it. Now it is kept in a museum and no one is going to repair it, as it does not belong to any organization.
The money thrown to the hare went to the bottom of the river and even though it was a summer sport for boys wearing masks to dive in to collect them, this is not believed to lower the hare's ability to make dreams come true.
On Universitskaya Naberezhnaya, opposite the Arts Academy, there are sphinxes, which are originals from Egypt. They are said to have supernatural powers; if you scratch them behind the ears, your wish is supposed to come true a year later.
St. Petersburg has many statues of lions, some of which come from far away coun​tries such as Italy and Mongolia. Wish-makers are supposed to put their hand in the jaws of the lions and wait a while.
Some of the simplest ways of getting lucky merely involve standing in a place in St. Petersburg that possesses great power. Such locations are believed to be the area around the Church on the Spilled Blood, the embankment of Zimnaya Kanavka where six bridges are visible, or under the lanterns of the State Hermitage Museum.
Sphinxes are said to be the witnesses to eternal love, so take your beloved to any one of the sphinxes — and there are lots of them — and kiss. Another good place for smooching is the Kissing Bridge, which used to be at the border of the city and was where lovers took their leave of one another. The origins of the bridges name are rather prosaic — a merchant called Potseluyev, or Kisser, used to have a pub near it.
Lovers without fear should beat a course to the Smolensky Cemetry, where they should leave little notes declaring their wishes.
St. Petersburg also has special places for certain kinds of people, including stu​dents, newlyweds and sailors. For exam​ple, a wish that unites all students from time to time is to pass their exams. So, they stroke the griffins on the Griffin Bridge behind Kazan Cathedral.
You can share in the happiness of new​lyweds by touching the hem of a bride's dress and making a wish near the Atlantes outside the Hermitage. If you are afraid of enraging the bridegroom, it is less risky, but no less lucky, to grab the toe of the second Atlas (counting from the Field of Mars).
To sum up, rub everything that is shiny, throw coins at places where people pick them up and stick your fingers in the jaws of animals — not of course, of live ones. But be careful with the wishes — they might come true.
