KOPOCTb, C KOTOPOM yM4Yanacb TeTylKa, 6bl1a NnopasnTesIbHOM — MUAb LLECTbAECAT B Yac
— KaK MoKasasocb. HM aaTtb HW B3ATb, yparaH B AMepUKe: HaNeTUT PEBYLLUM WKBaN,
BCTPAXHET Tebsi XOPOLLUEHbKO M YXKe HeceTca Aanblue Ha 3anag, YTobbl 06pyLWNTLCS Ha
cocefien, - a Tbl CTOMLUb, OLUENOM/IEHHbIN, BO BHE3AMNHO HACTYNMBLLIEN 3BEHALLEN
TULWIMHeE.
A ornaHynca: amounit Ha nnue uneca 66110 POBHO CTO/IbKO, CKOJIbKO, A0KHO ObITb,
NCNbITbIBAET YCTPULA B PaKOBMHE. BUANMO, TETYLIKKU, Nynei BblaeTalowme U3 KOMHaTbl, ¢
AeTcTBa OblNM ANs HEero 3penuem cambliM YTO HU Ha eCTb 0ObIKHOBEHHbIM.
- Y10 37O OHa Kpuyana, mec?
- «Yntono», €ap, ecnm He owmnbaroch. A elle — «aTy», «Bnepea» 1 «B3ATbY.
- [1a YK, OXOTHUKKN U3 «KyopHa» 1 «MYnn» Tak NPUBLIKAM K 3TUM «AEPXKU-XBaTal», YTo
BbIKPMKWBAIOT MX MO noBoay 1 6e3 nosoaa.
- TouHO, cap. TaKMMM KpMKaMM HayCbKMBatOT cobaKk. Mano npuaTHbIe 3BYKKU ANA UG, A
nonarato.
- He xoTen 6bl 51 OKa3aTbCcA Ha MecTe Anchbl, a Bbl, [Kuec?
- fl ToxKe, cap. be3ycnoBHO, B }KM3HM eCcTb Bely ropasao bosee NnpuATHbIE.
- Mano Toro, 4to TebA roHAT, He AaBan B340XHYTb, MO NepeceYyeHHON MEeCTHOCTH, - TaK eLle
6yab 006p cnywaTb 3a CNMHOM NOAO0OHbIE KPMKKM, KOTOPbIE TaK It0OAT 3TU AaMbl M rocnosa B
UMANHAPAX.
- Bbl npaB.bl, cap, BeCbMa He3aBMAHAA Yy4aCTb.
Al poctan 6aTMCTOBbLIM NAATOK U BbITep N106. Bce npounsoweawee 3acTaBuIO MEHS U3PASHO
BCNOTETb, M 1 OblN NOXOXK HA BEPCANbCKUIN POHTaH.
- BoT TaK geHek, Axusc!
- da, cap.
- Aaxe B noT 6bpocumno.
- [MoHMMalo Bac, cap.
-KaK TMxo BOKpYT...
- Aa, cap. «Llym yinaet, n 601b pyKOK CHUMET AOKTOP-TULLMHAY.
- Wekcnup?
- Hert, cap, Onunsep BeHgenn Xonmc, amepuKaHel,. CTUXOTBOpeHME Ha3blBaeTcA
«lLapmaHwmKkny». Ero ntobmna yntatb ogHa M3 MOUX TETyLLEK, Korga A 6bi1 ManeHbKUM.
- Y Bac Toxe ecTb TeTywKKn? He 3Han...
- Uenbix Tpu, cap.
- U BCe TaKume e B36a/IMOLLHbIE, KaK MOA?
- HanpoTtus, cap, oHW Becbma ypaBHOBELLEHHbI.
Mexay TeM M KO MHE NOTUXOHbKY BO3BpPaLLa/iocb PaBHOBECKE, AAXKE, EC/IN XOTUTE,
Aobpoaywmne, n A Hayan CMOTPETb Ha BeLLM HECKO/IbKO B MHOM CBETE.
- B KOHLE KOHLOB, NOWUYIO POACTBEHHULYY MOXKHO NOHATb: OHAa OKa3anacb BO BAACTU
3aMbICNA C Pa3MaxoOM U ... KaK Tam?
- C paamaxom 1 NOYMHOM, CIp?*
- BoT umeHHo...
- bByaem HageaTbcA, YTO 3TOT 3aMbICeN1 HE CMEHUT NYTb U HE NOTEPNUT HeyCcnex y camomn Lenu.
- KoHeuHo, byaem... YTo cmeHunT?
- CMeHUT nyTb, C3p.
- PasBepHeTca, uTo n?
- HeT, cap.
- [Moxorke Ha bepHca.
- HeT, cap. Chosa npuHagnexat LWekcnupy. Apama « FamneT».



- A, «famneT», NOMHI0, NOMHI0. [To MMnocTn TeTn AraTbl 1 Nnonan ogHaxabl B «Ong Buk»,
BOAMN ee cblHA Toca Ha crnekTaknb. HeaypHasa Belb, HEMHOroO 3ayMHas, Npasaa. Bl yBepeHsl,
4TO ee aBTOp He bepHc?

- A6ContoTHO, cap. ITO HEOCMOPMMAA UCTUHA.

- Hy ecnmn Heocnopumasn, Toraa nagHo. Bnpouem, aasaite 6aunxke K geny. Beab ecnm 6bl He
OZMH YeNOBEK, TO «3aMbICEe C Pa3MaxoM M MOYMHOM» TaK U He poanaca 6bl. Bcto 3Ty Kawy TeTa
Hdanua 3asapuna pagm Tannu Mnoccona.

- B camom pgene, cap?

- OTa UcTopmA AO/IKHA 3auHTepecoBaTb Bac, BeAb Bbl BCerga cumnatmsnposanm Tannu.

- Becbma NpuMATHLIN MONOAON YEeNOoBEK, CIP.

- Torga B 6acceiiHe Knyba be3aenbHMKOB, Koraa oH ybpan nocnegHee Ko/bLO, A FOTOB Obin €
3TUM NOCNOpPUTb... J1IagHO, PacCKasbiBaTb AO/TO, B AeTaNM BAABATLCA He byay, HO B 06Lwmx
yepTax Aeno ob6ctomT Tak: J1. M. PaHKA Hawen naseiiky B KOHTPAKTE... MOXKHO CKa3aTb —
«N1a3emnKy B KOHTPaKTE»?..

- [a, cap.

- Tak BOT, Hawen naseriky u o68en otua Tannu BOKPYr NanbLa, HAPYLINB YCOBUA CAENKMW...
BEPHEee, He COBCEM CAe/KMU... B 0buem, otew, Tannu paboTan Ha HEro 1 4To-To Tam usobpen, a
N. M. PaHKA ocTaBun 6eaHAry HU € YeM, NPUAPABLUNCL K KAKOMY-TO HEMPUMETHOMY MYHKTUKY B
KOHTpaKTe.

- O6bI4YHOE feno, cap: KTO-TO CO343ET, @ KTO-TO — HAXKMBAETCA.

- A Teta Janua xo4yeT, 4Tobbl PaHKA pacKoWeNnaCca U BepPHY HEMHOTO AeHer Tannu.

- OHa HaaeeTCA, YTO B 3TOM rocnoAmHe NPOCHeTCA COBEeCTb, CIP?

- He coBcem... CKopee, OHa HaaeeTcA, YTO Ky/IMHAPHble Yapbl AHATOANA, NOA BO34EeNCTBMEM
KoTopbix J1. Tl. PaHKA yXe HeKoTopoe BpemMs HaX0AMUTCA, B KOHLLe KOHLLOB CMArYaT TO/ICTOCYMa,
N OH BCe-TaKM cnogo6mMTCcA Ha AOCTOMHbIMA NOCTYNOK... [lymaeTe, Homep He npongeT, xnsc?
3TO HanucaHo y Bac Ha Anue. TeTyllKa He COMHeBaeTcA B ycnexe.

- fl 6bl C PAJOCTLIO PA3AENUN ee YBEPEHHOCTb, TONIBKO...

- TONbKO Bbl, KaK U A1, AyMaeTe, 4YTo WaHcoB fobpatbca fo cTpyH aywu J1. M. PaHKna 1 cbirpatb
Ha HUX CTOALLYIO Nbecy y TeTYWKM HeMHOro. CKONbKO, KcTaTtu? Bocemb 13 cTa’?

- Unn oKono Toro. He ctont 3abbiBaThb, 4To 3TOT /1. . PaHKA...

- Hy, porosapwusatite, [xkmsc: /1. M. PaHKA...

- fl NbITAalOCb BCMOMHWTb, C3P, OAHO M3 BALLMX NHOOMMbIX CpaBHEHWUI. Ero 06bl4HO
YyA,0CTanBaNIUCh Te AXKEHTIbMEHbI, KOTOPble Ka3a/IMCb BAM HECKO/IbKO HecyyBCTBEHHbIMMU:
muctep Cnoya, oH e nopa Cuakan, Hanpumep; unm cap Poaepuk, gaaa mucrepa Fnoccona.
Tenepb, NpaBaa, Aafe He A0CTaeTcA BBUAY Ballel cepaevyHomr ¢ HUM ApY»KObl, HO —4TO ObiN1O,
TO 6b110. TaK U BEPTUTCA Ha A3bIKE...

- UcTyKaH?

- HeT, He nctykaH...

- MpoaarkHasa cBONOYL?

- Toxe HeT.

- MokeT, npuropesLwmnii TocT?

- OHO camoe, cap. Muctep PaHKn - npuropesLmnii TOCT.

* 3pecb M ganee untaTbl U3 «FamaeTa» NnpusogaTcs B nepesoge b. NactepHaka.



er departure - at, | should estimate, some sixty m.p.h. — left behind it the sort of
quivering stillness you get during hurricane time in America, when the howling gale,
having shaken you to the back teeth, passes on to tickle up residents in spots further
west. Kind of a dazed feeling it gives you. | turned to Jeeves, and found him, of course, as
serene and unmoved as an oyster on the half shell. He might have been watching yowling aunts
shoot out of rooms like bullets from early boyhood.
'What was that she said, Jeeves?'

'Yoicks, sir, if | am not mistaken. It seemed to me that Madam also added Tally-ho, Gone away
and Hark forrard.'

'I suppose members of the Quorn and the Pytchley are saying that sort of thing all the time."

'So | understand, sir. It encourages the hounds to renewed efforts. It must, of course, be trying
for the fox.'

'I'd hate to be a fox, wouldn't you, Jeeves?"
'Certainly | can imagine more agreeable existences, sir.'

'Not only being chivvied for miles across difficult country but having to listen to men in top hats
uttering those uncouth cries.'

'Precisely, sir. A very wearing life.'

| produced my cambric handkerchief and gave the brow a mop. Recent events had caused me
to perspire in the manner popularized by the fountains at Versailles.

'Warm work, Jeeves.'

'Yes, sir.'

'Opens the pores a bit.'

'Yes, sir.'

'How quiet everything seems now.'

'Yes, sir. Silence like a poultice comes to heal the blows of sound.'
'Shakespeare?"

'No, sir. The American author Oliver Wendell Holmes. His poem, "The Organ Grinders". An aunt
of mine used to read it to me as a child.'

'l didn't know you had any aunts.'

'Three, sir.'



'Are they as jumpy as the one who has just left us?"'
'No, sir. Their outlook on life is uniformly placid.'

I had begun to feel a bit more placid myself. Calmer, if you know what | mean. And with the
calm had come more charitable thoughts.

'Well, | don't blame the aged relative for being jumpy,' | said. 'She's all tied up with an
enterprise of pith and something.'

'Of great pith and moment, sir?"

'That's right.'

'Let us hope that its current will not turn awry and lose the name of action.'
'Yes, let's. Turn what?'

'Awry, sir.'

'Don't you mean agley?'

'No, sir.'

'Then it isn't the poet Burns?'

'No, sir. The words occur in Shakespeare's drama Hamlet.'

'Oh, | know Hamlet. Aunt Agatha once made me take her son Thos to it at the Old Vic. Not a
bad show, | thought, though a bit highbrow. You're sure the poet Burns didn't write it?"

'Yes, sir. The fact, | understand, is well established.'

'Then that settles that. But we have wandered from the point, which is that Aunt Dahlia is up
to her neck in this enterprise of great pith and moment. It's about Tuppy Glossop.'

'Indeed, sir?"

'It ought to interest you, because | know you've always liked Tuppy.'

'A very pleasant young gentleman, sir."'

'When he isn't looping back the last ring over the Drones swimming-pool, yes. Well, it's too
long a story to tell you at the moment, but the gist of it is this. L. P. Runkle, taking advantage of

a legal quibble ... is it quibble?"

'Yes, sir.'



'Did down Tuppy's father over a business deal... no, not exactly a business deal, Tuppy's father
was working for him, and he took advantage of the small print in their contract to rob him of
the proceeds of something he had invented.'

"It is often the way, sir. The financier is apt to prosper at the expense of the inventor.'

'And Aunt Dahlia is hoping to get him to cough up a bit of cash and slip it to Tuppy.'

'Actuated by remorse, sir?'

'Not just by remorse. She's relying more on the fact that for quite a time he has been under the
spell of Anatole's cooking, and she feels that this will have made him a softer and kindlier
financier, readier to oblige and do the square thing. You look dubious, Jeeves. Don't you think it
will work? She's sure it will.'

'l wish | could share Madam's confidence, but -'

'‘But, like me, you look on her chance of playing on L. P. Runkle as on a stringed instrument as
... what? A hundred to eight shot?'

'A somewhat longer price than that, sir. We have to take into consideration the fact that Mr
Runkle is ...'

'Yes? You hesitate, Jeeves, Mr Runkle is what?'

'The expression | am trying to find eludes me, sir. It is one | have sometimes heard you use to
indicate a deficiency of sweetness and light in some gentleman of your acquaintance. You have
employed it of Mr Spode or, as | should say, Lord Sidcup and, in the days before your
association with him took on its present cordiality, of Mr Glossop's uncle, Sir Roderick. It is on
the tip of my tongue.'

'A stinker?'

No, he said, it wasn't a stinker.

'A tough baby?'

'No.'

'A twenty-minute egg?'

'That was it, sir. Mr Runkle is a twenty-minute egg."'



