Creating international friendship
Being interested in the foundation, life and future plans of Worldwide Friends I’ve met Thorarinn Ivarsson, the director of the non-profit environmental organization.
Why did you found Worldwide Friends?
     In the past I have been working in many organizations such as “Greenpeace” and “International Cultural Youth Exchange”. During the meeting in Finland one of the directors of the hosting organization asked me why I don’t develop the short term volunteering in Iceland. I didn’t have an answer because those kinds of programs didn’t exist in our country. 

     When I came back home I phoned the ICYE and offered them to host work camps. They were not really interested in the proposal that’s why afterwards I and my partners decided to create a new organization focusing on the short time volunteering.
     Our main aim was to bring people from different origins together and create a multicultural friendship. This is also the reason why the name of the organization Worldwide Friends.
Is it difficult to establish and lead environment associations in Iceland?

     In a way it’s easy to create non-government organization and find the projects since we are living in a rural country. So, there is a lot of environmental work to be done. On the other hand it’s fairly difficult to get finances to run activities. The most complicated task for us is to find a support.
Does the government support NGOs?

     Yes, they support some NGOs, but most of them are old and exist more then 50 years. Worldwide Friends had been established in 2001, the government doesn’t fund us.
What kind of background needs the leader of Non-Government Organization?

     The educational aspects are not so important. Everyone can establish the NGO and the registration is usually takes not more than two days.
Why did you decide to create “UNA” Magazine for WF?

     I think it’s a good way to register the history of organization and to keep track on what we’re doing. Also we are sending our online magazine all over the Iceland and to international partners what is a good promotion for the organization.
Had you ever been a volunteer?

     I have been volunteering for a long time for different associations in Iceland and abroad for instance, Amnesty International (human rights projects), International Red Cross, Green Peace and others.
     I dare say that everyone has to contribute in social important activities without being paid at least once in life. That’s why I’m trying to involve my children to this work as well.

How do you see the future of Worldwide Friends?
     I believe the number of volunteers will not change and we will have more environmental activities in protected areas. Projects in rural areas are extremely important for Iceland. We are also planning to organize more work camps in poor countries, for example at the moment we have a project in Columbia.
     I sincerely hope that Worldwide Friends will achieve its goals and receive adequate support from the state in near future.
