Russian manufacturers came to the State Duma with the claims to the WTO. 

The working group on the entry into the World Trade Organization (WTO) held the first meeting. Measures of supporting all the branches of manufacture aimed at minimization of losses of joining the WTO were considered. As it turned out, the majority of the branches were not ready to the new conditions of the external trade. 

The chairman of the State Duma’s committee Igor Rudenskiy held the first kick-off meeting for the working group on April 28 which must prepare a detailed report on the problematic branches and come up with proposals on supporting measures of Russian manufacturers. 

Let us recall that the parliamentary party “A Just Russia” has already held big hearings on this matter, on which it was determined to create a working group on the development of supporting measures for the manufacturers of our country. 

WTO rate

The representatives from each of the parliamentary parties in threes became members of the working group. Except them ingeniously professional associations directly interested in making effective supporting measures from the state’s side will take part on the meetings which are going to be held twice a week.

“On May 29 parliamentary hearings will take place with the participation of the chairman of the parliament’s Lower House Sergey Narishkin. By this time we are to present our proposals and report of the accomplished work”, the chairman of the economic policy committee pointed opening the meeting of the working group. 

The participants of the discussion agreed to convoke a conference on May 14 and hold a number of closed-door meetings about concrete branches.

Unpleasant discovery

The first to perform were the representatives of the most problematic and vulnerable for the WTO branch – agriculture. Lots of questions have mounted up to the Deputy of the Minister of economic policy and the chairman of the Russian delegation on the negotiations about the WTO matters Maxim Medvedkov by the workers of meat industry. 

Their main complaint was the decrease of the imported customs on ready production by 8 times – from 40% to 5%, that will hit seriously the branch in whole. 

The representative of oil and fat industry supported the butchers which reported about unconsoling results and preliminary losses of the branch along with the conditions of joining the WTO. 

“We have the customs on the sunflower fallen from 20% to 5% that will turn out with losses of 3 – 3,5 billions, and under such conditions soap industry may not remain at all”, - Yuri Morozov said.

In response to this Igor Rudensky pointed that it is necessary to operate with concrete figures for a detailed conversation and asked to prepare more seriously for the next meeting. 

Antiprotectionism

Agrarians and agro-industrialists, in their turn, complained of the Russian legislation rather than the draconian conditions of the WTO. 

“We are anxious about the two key moments: firstly, overseas machines going into refitting are not taxed by VAT in contrast with ours. This is an antiprotectionist decision. Secondly, the other order of the government about priority buying of our country’s machines is unworkable. They haven’t seen any tenders”, - the chairman of the Stankoinstrumen association Nikolai Yudenkov claimed. 

The representatives of Rosagromash came out with the same complaints but now in the context of the WTO influence. According to them, domestic manufacturers are on the verge of bankruptcy because of the low customs on new and second-hand combines. So, by autumn 

enterprises of this branch are to reduce staff on 20% but it was necessary to stop modernization. 

