Formed in London, England, in 1976, Iron Maiden was from the start the brainchild of
Steve Harris (b. 12 March 1957, Leytonstone, London, England; bass), formerly a member
of pub rockers Smiler. Named after a medieval torture device, the music was suitably
heavy and hard on the senses.

The heavy metal scene of the late 70s was widely regarded as stagnant, with only a
handful of bands proving their ability to survive and produce music of quality. It was at
this time that a new breed of young British bands began to emerge. This movement, which
began to break cover in 1979 and 1980, was known as the New Wave Of British Heavy
Metal, or N.W.O.B.*.M.. Iron Maiden were one of the foremost bands in the genre, and
many would say its definitive example. Younger and meaner, the N.-W.O.B.*.M. bands
dealt in faster, more energetic heavy metal than any of their forefathers (punk being an
obvious influence).

There were several line-up changes in the Iron Maiden ranks in the very early days, and
come the release of their debut EP, the band featured Harris, Dave Murray (b. 23
December 1958, London, England; guitar), Paul Di'Anno (b. 17 May 1959, Chingford,
London, England; vocals) and Doug Sampson (drums).

The band made its live debut at the Cart & Horses Pub in Stratford, east London, in 1977,
before honing its sound on the local pub circuit over the ensuing two years. Unable to
solicit a response from record companies, the band sent a three-track tape, featuring Iron
Maiden, Prowler and Strange World, to Neal Kay, DJ at north London's hard rock disco,
the Kingsbury Bandwagon Soundhouse. Kay's patronage of Iron Maiden won them an
instant welcome, which prompted the release of The Soundhouse Tapes on the band's own
label.

In November 1979 the band added second guitarist Tony Parsons to the line-up for two
tracks on the Metal For Muthas compilation, but by the time the band embarked on
sessions for their debut album, he had been replaced by Dennis Stratton (b. 9 November
1954, London, England), and Sampson by Clive Burr (b. 8 March 1957; drums, ex-
Samson ). A promotional single, Running Free, reached number 34 on the UK charts and
brought an appearance on BBC Television's Top Of The Pops. Refusing to mime, they
became the first band since the Who in 1973 to play live on the show.

Iron Maiden was a roughly produced album, but reached number 4 in the UK album
listings on the back of touring stints with Judas Priest and enduringly popular material
such as Phantom Of The Opera . Killers boasted production superior to that of the first
album, and saw Dennis Stratton replaced by guitarist Adrian Smith ( b. 27 February 1957).

In its wake, Iron Maiden became immensely popular among heavy metal fans, inspiring
fanatical devotion, aided by blustering manager Rod Smallwood and apocalyptic mascot
Eddie (the latter had been depicted on the cover of Sanctuary standing over Prime Minister
Margaret Thatcher's decapitated body).

Ob6pasoBannas B Jlongone, Aarmus, B 1976, Iron Maiden 6pima 3amymxoit CtuBa Xappruca
(Steve Harris) (pomuincs 12 mapra 1957r., JleiitoncroyH, Jlonnon, Anrnus, 6acc), ObIBIIETO
4IeHa KIyOHOH pok-rpynmsl Smiler. Ha3BanHast B uecTh cpeHEBEKOBOIO YCTPOUCTBA IS
IIBITOK, TPYIINa Urpaja MOJXOSIIYI0 BO BCEX CMBIC/IAX JKECTKYIO U TSHKEIYIO My3BIKY.

X3BHU-MeTal crieHa KoHIa 70-x cunTanach 3aCTOHHOM, ¥ TOJIBKO HECKOJIBKO IPYII JOKA3bIBAIH
CBOIO CITOCOOHOCTB K BEDKMBAHUIO M MIPOM3BOJICTBY Kau€CTBEHHOH My3blku. FIMeHHO B TO
BpEMsI HadaJIo MOSBIIATHCS HOBOE TIOKOJIEHHNE MOJIOJIBIX OPUTAHCKUX KOMaHI. DTO ABIKEHHE,
HayaBIIee BEIXOOUTH U3 TeHH B 1979 u 1980, ObU10 N3BECTHO KaK HOBas BOJIHA OPUTAHCKOTO
xaBu-Metana (N.W.0.B.* M.). Iron Maiden omnpezeneHHo ObLIM OHOM U3 NEPEIOBBIX TPYIII B
9TOM cTuiie. boree Moo ple M HeM3BECTHBIE, HOBBIE XIBH-METAINIMIECHKE TPYIIIBI UTPan
Gosiee OBICTPBIi, SHEPreTHYHBIN X3BU-METall, YeM JIFo0ble NX NMPEALISCTBEHHUKH (Harpumep,
MaHK, IMEBIINI OOJIBIIOE BIIMSHHUE).

B navane cBoeii nestenpHocTd [ron Maiden 3aHrmarna pa3Hble MO3ULMK B YapTaxX, U MPHUIILIA K
BBIITYCKY CBOETO AEOIOTHOTO MHHHU-aJIb00Ma, B TPYIILYy BXOIUIN Xappuc, [IsiiB Mioppeii (Dave
Murray) (p. 23 nexabps 1958, Jlonnon, Aurmus; rutapa), [Ton Iun’ Aano (Paul Di'Anno) (p. 17
Mast 1959, Yunrdopn, Jlonnon, Aurmus; Bokan) u JJyr Comncor (Doug Sampson) (6apadansr).

I'pynna ne6rotuposana B made Cart & Horses B Ctpatdopae, Boctounsiii JlonaoH, B 1977, u B
TEUCHHUE JBYX MOCIEAYIONINX JICT OTTaYNBAJIM CBOE 3By4YaHHE B JIPYTUX MECTHBIX 3aBEACHHMSIX.
He noiyuuB OTBETHI OT 3BYKO3aIIMCHIBAIOLIMX KOMIIAHHIA, TPYIINA OCIIANa 3aluCh C TPeMs
tpekamu Iron Maiden, Prowler u Strange World, Ha 7T0HIOHCKYTO XapA-pOK AUCKOTEKY, -
mketo Huy Kero (Neal Kay), cryaus 3Byko3amucu Kingsbury Bandwagon. Keit MomenTansaO
B3sUT HIX TIOJI CBOE MMOKPOBUTENBCTBO, UTO CKOPO MpHBeno K penu3y The Soundhouse Tapes Ha
COOCTBEHHOM JIei{0JIe TPYIIIBL.

B HOs16pe 1979 x rpynne npucoeaunuics Bropoid rutapuct Tonu [Tapconc (Tony Parsons),
CBIFpaBINKUi B IBYX Tpekax B kommwisinui Metal For Muthas, HO co BpeMeHeM TS 3aIHCH UX
ne6rotHoro ansboma ero 3amennn Jpuuuc Crparron (Dennis Stratton) (p. 9 HosOpst 1954,
Jlonnon, Auraus), u Camncona 3amenun Knaii Bépp (Clive Burr) (p. 8 mapra 1957;
Oapabansl, 3xc-Comricon). [lepsrrit cunri, Running Free, noctur 34 mo3unun B waprax UK u
npuHec rpymnne nosisiaeHue B nporpamme Top Of The Pops Opuranckoro teneBuaeHusI.
OTKa3aBIIUCh UTPpaTh 1o (HOHOTPaMMy, OHH CTAJIN IepBoii rpymmoi nmocie the Who, xoTopsie
WTpally B XKUBYIO Ha oy B 1973.

Iron Maiden 6511 OCTaTOYHO IPy0O 3aMMCaHHBIM aIbOOMOM, HO JOCTHT 4 MecTa B CITHCKE
OputaHckKuX anbOoMoB HapaBHe ¢ Judas Priest 1 HOCTOSIHHO HOJIb3YFOIIUMCS TIOITYJIIPHOCTBIO
Mmarepuaiom, TakuM kak Phantom Of The Opera.

Killers 6puT M31aH ropa3no OONBIINM THPAXKOM, YEM TIEPBEIH asOoM, BMecTo JpHHNCA
Crpatrona rutapuctoM crai DapueH Cmur (Adrian Smith) (p. 27 pespans 1957).

B cBoro ouepenp, Iron Maiden ctanu upe3BbIUaiiHO MOITYJISIPHEIMU CpEN TIOOUTENEH X3BU-
MeTaJia, BIOXHOBILSIA X Ha (JaHATHYHYIO NIPEIaHHOCTh, Y€MY TaKXKe CII0COOCTBOBAIIH
HEHCTOBBIH MeHepkep rpynmbl Po6 Cmoiy (Rod Smallwood) n anokanunruueckuit
tanucman D (Eddie) (mocnenuuit 6611 n3o0paxkeH Ha 0010XkKe Sanctuary CTOSIIUM Hajl
00e3raBlIeHHBIM TEJIOM NpeMbep-MUHUCTpa Maprapet Tetuep).



