Famous English painters
Thomas Gainsborough is a self-taught painter. He is famous for the elegance, extreme delicacy and refinement of his portraits. His best works are painted in clear and transparent tone, in a colour scheme where blue and green predominate. 

He created a form of art in which the sitters and the background merge into a single entity. His later works represent an ideal conception of dignity and grace in the harmony of landscape and figures. 
Another renowned English artist, Turner, studied at the Royal Academy Schools and received tutoring in architectural perspective. He made a lot of sketching tours throughout Europe, accumulating sketches he would use years later. In his works he used many innovative techniques, including sponging, scraping or blotting out colours or highlights to increase colour brilliancy. He enhanced the value range of his pictures from pale tints to near blacks. Turner adopts a downward angle of view and uses the unique effects of distance, lights and clouds, and these paintings were widely acclaimed as revolutionary advances in English art. 

His palette embraced a more prismatic range of hues. Turner used saturated violets, reds, oranges and pinks over his favourite yellows contrasted to complementary blues and green grays. Turner’s poetical, atmospheric style must have grown out of careful weather observations. As a result, Turner produced an illusion of transparency, mist and glowing light. 

There are some aspects of his art that can displease his exaggerated perspective distortions, distracting foreground objects, reckless use of fugitive paints and meretricious colour effects. But still, he remains a giant in the landscape tradition and his impact on Victorian art was stupendous and still resonates for painters today. 

